
January, 2012 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Iôm writing these notes while preparing for Christmas. And yet while doing so, I am thinking also 
of the New Year, 2012! So when you read this, Christmas 2011 will be passed, but the ñTwelve 
Days of Christmasò will be continuing through January 6, 2012. I like to continue to celebrate 
these twelve days as a way to keep the birth of our Savior in thought and heart!  
Just before Christmas, while listening to the radio, I heard this song, ñA Baby Changes Every-

thingò by Faith Hill.  
 
The song seems to ponder the birth of Jesus, ñA Baby,ò and how that pregnancy and birth im-
pacts Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, and certainly anyone who hears the message of the birth of 
this wonderful Savior, the one who is ñMighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ò The 
song also helps us to do as Mary did, to treasure all these things about Christ, our Savior and 
ponder them in our hearts, not in sentiment and emotionalism, but in sincere faith asking God to 
build our faith and knowledge of Him, Christ Jesus! 
A Baby did change everything! But of course, He was and is more than a Baby. He came as a 
Baby, and was placed in a manger ï a manger made of the materials He Himself had created 
[ñAll things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made.ò John 1:3]. 
 
The song goes on to imagine how Mary might be wondering how Joseph will respond to the 

news that she is now carrying a child, ñHow will she keep his trustéò  
But, and ñBUTò is a great word, ñButò God speaks to Joseph to tell him what this Child is all 
about, Emmanuel, God with us, and His name Jesus, the One who will save His people from 
their sins [Matthew 1]. 
While the song considers Mary and Joseph, it also speaks in the ñfirst person,ò in other words, 

that we consider our own lives in response to the truth that ñA Baby Changes Everything.ò  
One of the later stanzas of the song speaks: 

ñMy whole life is turned around  I was lost and now Iôm found.ò 
 
This Baby who ñchanges everythingò also changes us, calling us out of our pain, from our hurt, 
out of our struggles, and our battles with sin and temptation, answering our hungering for a rela-
tionship with our Creator God!   
 
Jesus, the very Son of God, the Savior of the world, came as a Baby to be the Savior we so des-
perately need ï at Christmas, 2011, and in the New Year, 2012.  
I pray then that your celebrating the birth of our Savior in 2011 provides and foundation and even 
a ñspringboardò of faith and joy bringing you into this new year we call 2012!  
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I take time also to thank you  for so many cards, 
greetings, personal notes and ówell-wishesô that 
you have shared with me and with Gloria at 
Christmas, 2011 !!  
 
What a joy to be with you, here at St. Paul! What 
a joy to share Godôs Word with you, in Word and 
at times in song!  
 
May our journey, together, into 2012 be a bless-
ing, a joy, a time of true Christian fellowship, and 
certainly an opportunity and time to grow in our 
life-giving faith in our life-saving Savior!  
In Christ,  
  
Pastor (and Gloria) Anderson  
 
 
 

THANK YOUó 
 

Thanks to the congregation for the generous 

support of the youth Gift Tree for Safe Harbor. 

The items are very much appreciated. 
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 Lutheran Womenôs Missionary 
League  

 
The St. Paulôs LWML will be meeting on Thurs-
day, January 12th at 12:00 noon for lunch and a 
business meeting. Theme is ñDivine Miracle.ò  
Mite Devotion is ñWith One Voice.ò  Ladies of the 
Good Cheer Circle will serve the lunch and 
members of the Publicity Circle will clean the 
kitchen. 
 
LWML Thought:  Send a óThinking of Youô card 
to someone who lives alone.  
 
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Good Circle  

Thursday, January 5  9:00 AM  

Alline Heidenreich, Hostess  

Publicity Circle  

Thursday, January 5  9:30 AM  

Martha Parsch, Hostess  

 

 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 

 

A very big thank you  to all those who were 

involved with the Sunday School presentation of 

the Christmas story.  This includes Pastor 

Anderson, students, teachers, musicians, direc-

tors, sound system, costumes, ushers, and the 

Board of Education and Youth.  The children did 

an excellent job of reminding us of the true 

meaning of Christmas! 



 

Let It Snow!  

Let It Snow!  

Let It Snow!  

 

While the rest of us 

are enjoying life 

without the white ñstuffò, the 

preschool children are desperately 

praying for some snow.  We are 

hoping to build a large snowman in 

the backyard and try some snow 

painting. 

Our January themes have us 

exploring snowy climates (the Arc-

tic), snowy animals (penquins), snow 

clothing (hats/mittens), and snow 

fun (snowmen).  We will be  

practicing our math, letters, science 

and cooperation as we use SNOW as 

our main topic.  

Enormous Thanks!!  

Thank you for all the support for our Christ-

mas program.  We achieved a record atten-

dance with 220 family, friends, and congrega-

tion friends.  It was wonderful to see so many  

people there to hear the Christmas message 

presented by the preschool children.  We also 

want to thank all you donated and purchased 

cookies for the Holiday Treat sale.  I was 

overwhelmed with the variety and amount of 

treats available.  Everything looked and tasted 

amazing! 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Program ðMay 15  

The children enjoyed their Christmas perform-

ance so much that we have already begun 

planning for the Spring Program.  So, mark 

your calendars and plan on attending.  We are 

tentatively planning a theme of Noahôs Ark.  I 

am sure that 26 children on the stage dressed 

as animals and singing of Godôs promises will 

proved to be a delight.  

Blessing in 2012!  

Rhonda Henschen and the children of the 

Lighthouse Preschool would like to extend 

richest blessings to all of you as we enter a 

new year.  You have greatly enriched our 

education and spiritual growth at the  

preschool.  May God shower His love and 

blessings on you in the coming year! 

2012 -2013 Enrollment  

Applications are now being accepted 

for the 2012-2013 school year. 

Applications can be picked up at the 

Preschool or by calling 725-1855. 

 

Ages: 3, 4, or 5 year olds 

Class Times: 8:00 ð 11:15 am 

  12:15 ð 3:30 pm 

If you have a child, co -worker, 

grandchild, neighbor who is looking 

for preschool, please have them give 

us a call.  We would be happy to 

answer their questions. 



Dear friend in Christ, 

 Forbes magazine recently reported on the Forbes Four Hundred  list and on how, in      

general, rich Americans have not been good investors.  Author Kenneth L. Fisher wrote, Yet how 

many of the original names remain on the Forbes Four Hundred ?  Precious few . . . Not one of the 

original ten richest remain in the top ten now . . . Only two remain ( from ten years ago )  . . . The 

names go on and on with similar results.  The conclusion is inescapable.  The super-rich have done 

poorly as investors. 

 

 

 

 

 None of us may be listed on the Forbes Four Hundred  list. None of us may be of such    

financial stature as to be described as super-rich.   And yet many of us have done remarkably well 

in our investments.  How have we done this?  Not through shrewd manipulation of trends in the stock 

market, highly selective certificates of deposit, or cash-rich mutual funds.  We have done well in our 

investments because we have used them in support of the Lord s work here at St. Paul s  

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 Our experience is what one pastor described when he said, You can t take it with you, but 

you can send it on ahead.   You have done that through giving to the glory of God so that this      

ministry might move forward.  And just as Christ observed folks casting into the temple treasury and 

took note of their giving, you may be sure that He watches with great interest how we utilize what God 

has entrusted to us.  In the light of eternity, you see, it really doesn t matter if a person is on the 

Forbes Four Hundred  list.  It does matter, though, that he or she is part of God s family through 

faith in Christ, one who is using God s resources to honor Him. 

 Thank you for your financial support of this ministry and for making a difference in the lives of 

others through your giving this past year.  And thank you for being a vital part of this fellowship. What 

you are doing is paying great dividends now and for eternity. 

    Sincerely yours in Christ, 

    Roberta Adolphsen, Board of Stewardship Chair.  
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Minutes of the  
Quarterly Votersô Meeting 

November 20, 2011  
 

¶ Called to order by President Howard Anderson with 35 members present. 
  
Minutes of the last quarterly meeting held on July 10, 2011 were reviewed. 
  Motion to approve: Scott Meier 
  Second: John Swanhorst 
  Motion passes 
 
Treasurerôs Report was reviewed 
  Motion to approve: Scott Meier 
  Second: David Swanhorst 
  Motion passes 
 

Board Minutes were reviewed  
 
Board of Elders  
Aug. 8 

1. Reviewed events, upcoming wedding, confirmation schedule 

2. 2 new banners are on order 

3. Divided active member list among the elders 
Shane Jung is considering entering the SMP Program.  The elders support his endeavor. 
Sept. 13 

1. Pastor opened with devotion on ñPart-time Christians.ò 
2. Reviewed programs taking place at St. Paulôs- After-school, 9th grade confirmation and Adult 

Class. 
Discussed upcoming visit by Pastor Borchard on Sept. 25. 
Nov. 15 

1. Reviewed Pastors outline of upcoming events and changes relating to SMP Vicar Supervision of 

Bret Bierman to be discussed the Voterôs Meeting. 

2. Discussed having a periodic Family Night and a Medicare Supplement Presentation. 

3. Choir chairs are ordered and a discussion on rearrangement was had to accommodate the chairs. 
Christmas Eve services were discussed relating to one or two services.  Discussion will be brought to 
Voterôs Meeting. 
 
Members:  Ron Bolduan, Shane Jung, Pastor Anderson, Jerry Ochsner, Mike Jeschke, Tim Zinter, 
Larry Jung, and Jim Roberts.  
 

Board of Trustees  
 

1. Light bulbs in the sanctuary and fellowship hall have been replaced. 
2. The bid from Grote Roofing for $50,000 for installing a new roof on sanctuary and kitchen of       

approximately $50,000 has been approved.  The materials are here and the roof will still be done this 
year. 
Rhonda requested that several things be done at the Lighthouse Preschool including removal of dead 
tree, side walks.  These were tabled until next year. 

Members: Roger Huff, Chad Huff, Eric Hermans, Dan Lingor, Larry Mettler, Dan Lingor, Jon  
Gilbert, Clint Fjelstad.  
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Board of Personnel  
 
 The Board of Personnel meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 AM. The Staff gives a report on the 
activities that they are involved in.  Dennis is involved in working with the Treasurer on the finances of the con-
gregation, assisting members through Adult Services,  in addition to his custodial duties.  Trudy is involved in the 
Education Department that includes After-school, Midweek Classes, driving the van to pick up children for the 
After school program,  Confirmation, Youth Group, Childrenôs Program to mention a few. Beverly works with the 
money counters, ushers, the LWML, recording attendance and offering on the computer, doing the Sunday bul-
letins, publishing the monthly newsletter and assisting members in various ways. Pastor Anderson is in charge 
of the worship services, Sunday morning Bible Class, Adult Instruction, 9

th
 grade Confirmation and the spiritual 

well being of the parish. Since the last Voterôs Meeting, there have been numerous baptisms, weddings, funerals 
and new members received.  
 
Members: Howard Anderson, Dave Swanhorst, Jon Mesmer, Pastor Anderson, Dennis Angerhofer, Trudy 
Schaunaman and Beverly Borchard.  
 

Board of Education and Youth:  
 + Helped recruit teaching staff for Midweek, Confirmation, and Sun
  day school classes 
 + Assisted with youth group activities and fund raisers 
 + Met with the Preschool Director on a monthly basis 
 + Recruited board members for 2012 
 + Presented a proposed budget  
 + Served Sunday morning coffee during the month of October 
 + Started making plans for the Soup & Chili cook-off on January 29

th
  

 
Board members include: Betty Ochsner, Chair; Tara Fjelstad, Vicki Krueger, 
Renae Mettler, Vickie Salo; Jennifer Mesmer, Megan Salo, Emily Blair, 
Youth members; Pastor Anderson, Rhonda Henschen, Trudy Schaunaman, 
Staff 

 
Preschool Education Committee  
Another school year is underway with 24 children enrolled in preschool.  We are looking forward to our Christ-
mas Program on Dec. 13 at 6:30 pm in the gym.  The annual Cookie Sale Extravaganza will follow the program.  
This is a fundraiser for the preschool to help with expenses and special items when needed.  Enrollment will 
open for the 2012-2013 school year beginning in January.  There have already been inquires for the next school 
year.  We welcome volunteers to come into the classroom to assist with projects, help prepare activities, and 
read stories.  Please contact the school if you are interested.  The children have taken field trips to the fire      
station and Kesslerôs grocery store.  We appreciate the use of the church van for these adventures.  We are very 
thankful for the many donations by the congregation.  The children are learning many things in preparation for 
kindergarten, but we continue to focus on the love and forgiveness of Christ as we apply the gospel message to 
our daily activities. 
Members: Rhonda Henschen, Trudy Schaunaman, Patti Mesmer, Betty Ochsner, Wendi Gilbert.  
 
Board of Stewardship  

 The Board of Stewardship met to review the 2012 budget and made some adjustment to present to the 
Church Council and for approval at the Voterôs meeting.  The Board also reviewed information that Pastor 
Anderson had for a Stewardship training program through synod that he is interested in that would involve train-
ing for a lay person and he is also interested in.  
 
 Committee members: Paige Anderson, Joy Mammenga, Roberta Adolphsen and Pastor Anderson 
 
 Motion to approve:  Scott Meier     Second:  Joy Mammenga    Motion passes 
Old Business:   The wedding policy regarding charges was reviewed.  It was tabled at this time. 
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New Business:  
 Election of Board Members 
 President Anderson called for nominations from the floor. There being none, 
a unanimous vote was made to elect those that were presented. Motion seconded and 
passed.  Those elected: Jerry Ochsner, Ron Bolduan, Jim Robert, Larry Jung, Tim 
Zinter, Mike Jeschke, David Swanhorst, Roberta Adolphsen, Howard Anderson and 
Dianne Brenden.  
  

Election of congregation representative to the Circuit Forum to be held Jan. 

15, 2012 
Dennis Stoebner nominated Jim Roberts.  No other nominations were made.  
A unanimous vote supported Jim Roberts as our congregational representative to the Circuit Forum. 

 

Election of lay and alternate delegates to the District Convention in April 2012.  
 Jim Roberts nominated Larry Jung who declined. 
 Bev Borchard nominated Ron Bolduan who declined. 
 Sally Kushman nominated Dennis Stoebner who accepted. 

A unanimous voted supported Dennis Stoebner as our lay delegate to the District Convention.   
 
Joy Mammenga nominated Howard Anderson for alternate delegate.  He declined. 
Howard Anderson nominated Tom Wilkie who accepted as the alternate.  
 
Nomination for our candidate for Circuit Counselor.   Pastor Henschen or Pastor Grams has not served in this capacity. 
Jim Roberts nominated Pastor Grams based on the length of time he has been a pastor.  

 
Proposed Budget for 2012 was reviewed.   The various boards have submitted budget proposals.   
 Motion to approve:  Dennis Stoebner 
 Second: Scott Meier 
 Motion passes 
 
The roof expenses total approximately $55,000.  A loan up to $25,000 can be applied for through the Lutheran Extension 
Fund if this is needed to pay the roof expenses.  Jim Roberts brought up the north parking lot project which remains to be 
completed.  He raised the question of whether to incorporate the roof and the parking lot expenses into one loan. 
 
Dennis Stoebner made a motion to approve the loan up to $25,000 from the Lutheran Church Extension fund for the roof 
only. 
 Second:  Howard Dahme 
 Motion passes. 
 

Pastorôs Comments: 
 Pastor Anderson has been asked to supervise Brett Bierman at Trinity Lutheran, Mansfield, who is in the SMP Vicar 
Program.  Pastor Pomplun will be asked to take communion Sunday (2nd Sunday of the month) at Trinity Lutheran, Mansfield.  
Pastor Anderson will work to keep his time at Trinity, Mansfield to a minimum. Pastor Redhage is supervising the SMP     
Candidate Britt Nelson at St. Johnôs, rural Aberdeen. 
 Motion to approve Pastor Andersonôs supervision of Brett Bierman in the SMP Program. 
 Motion by Ron Bolduan 
 Second: Alline Heidenreich. 
 Motion passes 
 
Rhonda Henschen has finished a colloquy program.  This involved 8 courses, a comprehensive paper and a two hour            
Interview.  She is now a roistered Lutheran teacher who is eligible to receive a call. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:40 following the voters saying the Lordôs Prayer in unison. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dianne Brenden  

 
Members present:   Cindy Jung, Larry Jung, Esther Wilson, John Swanhorst, Donna Swanhorst, David Swanhorst, Hedi 
Swanhorst, Tom Brenden, Dianne Brenden, Rhonda Henschen, Gloria Anderson, Pastor Anderson, Kathy Murray, Edna 
Stoebner, Dennis Stoebner, Sally Kushman, Arlowine Dahme, Howard Dahme, Donna Misslitz, Beverly Borchard, Gladys 
Felix, Esther Erlenbusch, Ron Bolduan, Jim Roberts, Maureen Roberts, Paige Anderson, Howard Anderson, Roberta       
Adolphsen, Joy Mammenga, Alline Heidenreich, Hilda Holsing, Scott Meier, Betty Ochsner, Tom Wilkie and LaVerne Schley.  
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Applying Bible Principles 

 

A Christian business owner once observed, I would 

rather do business with a non-Christian any day than 

with a Christian.   His statement was a descriptive 

commentary on a sad state in the lives of some Chris-

tians who fail to pay their bills or to deal with their debts 

as promised.  

 

 A debt simply represents a promise to pay.  Nothing more.  Nothing less.  Whether the debt is to 

purchase a car, a house , braces for the kids  teeth, or to facilitate a purchase by using a credit card, 

the issue is the same.  By creating a debt, we also create simultaneously an obligation and promise to 

pay. 

 Larry Burkett wrote this, To define debt is not simple, but basically, it s an obligation to pay 

that can t be kept . . . Probably forty percent of all American families are in debt in a typical year.  

They re unable to make the monthly payment on the money they borrowed.  Many actually borrow more 

money to make payments on the money they ve already borrowed. 

 

 We who are Christians of all people should pay our debts, not only for our reputations and   

personal integrity, but also because what we do is a direct reflection on our Lord.  Or as the Apostle Paul 

expressed it so clearly in 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, we are to walk honestly towards people who are    

outside the family of God and outside His church so that our daily lives may win their respect.   

 

 Psalm 37:21 says that to borrow ( to create a debt )  and then not repay it is wrong.  But on a 

positive note, this same verse also says that the person who is righteous shows mercy by repaying debts 

and by giving to the needs of others. 

 

 By the way, do people know you re a Christian by how you pay your bills and by how you give to 

others? 
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YOUTH NEWS  
 
The November 30th YFC meeting was called to order by the president, Jennifer Mesmer.  There were 13 
members present.  At the request of the secretary, Megan Salo, Lance Leonhardt read the minutes of the 
last meeting. 
 
Our financial cards need to have the sales from Christmas greens added. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   The İ nighter was ñfuntasticò according to those who attended.  Taking the group pic-
ture by the Gift Tree for Safe Harbor was fun.  More workers are needed to help serve soup and sand-
wiches during Advent.  People are taking gift suggestions off the tree for Safe Harbor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   Thomas Krueger made the motion, seconded by Matika VanNoort, that each member 
of the youth group donate $5.00 for the food baskets this year.  The LWML gave us $150.00 for the pro-
ject.  We will assemble and deliver them December 11th.   We talked about the Soup and Chili Extrava-
ganza.  We should bring soup and decorating ideas to the next meeting. 
 
Pastor Anderson will lead devotions at our December 14th meeting and Trudy will bring treats. 
 
Thomas led closing devotions and Katie Rystrom brought treats. 
 
Megan Salo, Secretary 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 
The December 14th YFC meeting was called to order by the president, Jennifer Mesmer.  There were 11 
members present.  At the request of the secretary, Megan Salo, Lance Leonhardt read the minutes of the 
last meeting. 
 
Our financial cards do not have the sales from Christmas greens recorded since not all the money has 
been turned in. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   Lots of items are coming in for the Safe Harbor Gift Tree.  A report was given by those 
who helped assemble and deliver food boxes.  The best part was shopping at Kesslerôs and eating sup-
per at Culvers.  We decided to make Ranch Stew for the Soup and Chili Extravaganza and dress and 
decorate with a Western/cowboy-cowgirl theme.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  We selected activities, fund raisers and service projects for the next four months.  We 
will plan a ski trip to Sioux Falls on January 16th, have a swimming party at the Ramkota,  a ½ nighter, a 
progressive supper, and go glo bowling.  Our fund raising will include a Sunday noon lunch, lent soup 
and sandwich suppers, Easter breakfast, and selling dish cloths.  Service activities will include offering to 
shovel snow and helping at the Humane Society. 
 
Devotions at our January 11th meeting will be led by Katie Olson and Katie Rystrom will bring treats. 
 
Pastor Anderson led a Christmas closing devotion and Trudy brought treats. 
 
Megan Salo, Secretary 
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